92 


PROGRESS OF MEDICAL SCIENCE. 


DERMATOLOGY. 


UNDER THE CHARGE OF 

LOUIS A. DUHRING, M.D., 

PROFESSOR OF DERMATOLOGY IN THE UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA ; 

AND 

MILTON B. HARTZELL, M.D., 

INSTRUCTOR IN DERMATOLOGY IN THE UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA. 


The Relation of Certain Skin Diseases to Disturbances in the 
Digestive Tract. 

A. Pick, in discussing this subject ( Wiener mediziniache Presac, 1893, No. 31), 
thinks it probable that, in the digestive tract of those individuals in whom 
the ingestion of certain articles of food giveB rise to urticaria, ferments or 
micro-organisms occur which form poisons out of substances contained in 
these foods; and points out the fact that urticaria and erythemata frequently 
occur in such persons as suffer from a slowing of the movements of the 
alimentary canal, in consequence of which abnormal fermentation and putre¬ 
faction of the ingesta occur. The author relates a case in which he was able 
to prevent the appearance of an urticaria, which always followed the use of 
potatoes and preserved fruit, by the administration of 5-ctgm. doses of creosote. 
After taking this drug for a week it was suspended experimentally, when the 
eruption again appeared upon the use of the above-mentioned food. With the 
resumption of the creosote the urticaria again disappeared. 

Gallanol in Psoriasis and Eczema. 

Under the name gallanol , JIM. Cazenave and Rollet [Journal des Mala¬ 
dies Cutanees et Syphilitiquea, July, 1893) have employed in psoriasis and 
eczema the anilide of gallic acid, which in the impure state is known as 
gallol. This substance is non-toxic and non-irritating, and possesses reducing 
and antiseptic properties. In a patient affected with a psoriasis of eleven 
years’ duration a cure was obtained in a short time by painting the lesions 
with a mixture of chloroform or alcohol and gallanol, and afterward covering 
them with traumaticin. In another case, which had been treated without 
appreciable result by chrysarohin and pyrogallol, great improvement followed 
these applications. In eczema the action of gallanol is rapid in the oozing 
forms, relieving the itching quickly. The authors have applied the remedy 
in powder, in ointment, and by painting it upon the diseased skin. The 
powder, white, impalpable, and slightly adhesive like aristol, does not cause 
burning, and quickly relieves the itching of chronic eczema. The ointment, 
made up with vaselin, has been used in 3-25 per cent, strength. Gallanol 
causes neither redness, inflammation, nor pigmentation of the skin, does not 
soil the linen, is odorless, and for these reasons is to be preferred to chrys- 
arobin and pyrogallol. 
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Metastasis or Shifting Elimination as a Factor in Certain 
Skin Inflammations. 

Walsh ( British Med. Journ., August 2G, 1893) advances the theory that 
certain forms of dermatitis connected with abnormal conditions of the blood 
may be directly due to the elimination of irritating substances. Uric acid 
and the scarlatinal virus may be regarded as types of unusual substances circu¬ 
lating in the blood which are capable of causing inflammation of one or more 
of the channels of elimination. Uric acid in excess being highly damaging 
to the epithelium of excretory organs is able to produce, besides dyspepsia, 
nephritis, bronchitis, some forms of dermatitis. Metastasis is often a marked 
feature in gout, a typical eczema sometimes occurring during an acute gouty 
attack, and disappearing under treatment with colchicum. The skin trouble 
may alternate with bronchitis and asthma, or with diarrhcea. The scarlatinal 
poison, like uric acid, acts as an irritant upon the epithelium of excretory 
organs, and may cause dermatitis in addition to nephritis and inflammations 
of the respiratory arid alimentary tracts. Dr. Walsh holds that if uric acid 
be excreted by the bowel, diarrhcea results; by the skin, dermatitis; by the 
kidney, nephritis; by the lung, bronchitis—these various inflammations being 
the result of excretory inflammation. 

Infectious Lentigo of the Aged. 

At a meeting of the Soci6t6 de MSdecine et de Chirurgie de Bordeaux 
(Journal des Maladies Cutanees el Syphilitiquu , June, 1893) M. Don rent lk 
presented a patient who for twenty-five or thirty years had had a red 
spot upon the left cheek consecutive to an injury. This patch during the 
past six years began to be pigmented. A year later in the neighborhood of 
this pigmented patch a small epithelioma developed, which was removed. 
Four years later a new epithelioma appeared, not in the cicatrix, but near it. 

The author is inclined to regard the affection as allied to xeroderma pigmen¬ 
tosum, since, in addition to the pigmentation, vascular patches are present. 

A Case of Dermatitis Herpetiformis. 

At the session of January 6, 1893, of the Dermatologische Vereinigung 
zu Berlin (Monatshe/te f. prakt. Dermaiologie, Bd. xvii. No. 5) Peter pre¬ 
sented a case of dermatitis herpetiformis in which the herpetic character was 
clearly marked. 

The patient was a woman, thirty-eight years old, who in her twentieth year 
first suffered from an erythematous, or rather a wheal-like, strongly itching 
eruption upon the thigh, which was followed by vesicles arranged in rings 
or circles. The vesicles dried up or were scratched, leaving pigmented scars 
which were clearly marked off from the surrounding skin by a dark border. 
Alteration of the general condition, depression, even attacks of fever, preceded 
the outbreak of the eruption. For- almost ten years the disease remained 
limited to the lower extremities, the attacks being repeated at not very great 
intervals. In the last eight years the process has involved the upper arm 
and the shoulder, presenting here the same appearance as on the lower ex¬ 
tremities, with the exception that the vesicles are crowded into a smaller 
space. 
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